The  reason  why. . . 

t  *M  the  past  vciir.  Ihc  Siin  Fnincisin  Rcilc 
^clopmcin  Akcikv.  with  the  help  of  interested 
cm/cn%.  has  been  emh;irked  on  u  untquc  iind 
monumenial  pursuit 

HcKhing  the  Ivst  plan  piivsihle  for  the  WKI 
miUion  Ycrha  Bucna  (Jardcns-a  cleared  22-ULTe 
site  in  downliiwn  San  Krancisc-o  between  Market 
aiHj  Kolv>m.  Hiird  and  I  ourth  streets,  atop  and 


udjoininK  the  (icorge  R  Moscone  Convention 
Center,  now  nearing completion 

Seldom  docs  a  cily  get  such  an  oppt)nunily  -  to 
pniVKle  a  major,  creative  breathing  r«K»m  in  the 
midst  ol  Its  Downtown,  covenng  three  huge  blocks. 

We  have  that  magnificent  opportunity  at  hand, 
and  the  Redevelopment  Agency  and  its  Verba 
Buena  Gardens  development  team  (Olympia  & 
York/Marnoti/Beverly  Willw)  have  attempted  to 
involve  the  public  as  much  as  possible  in  the  plan- 
ning and  designing  prtKcss. 


I^is  tabloid  IS  another  step  m  that  dircclion- 
and  we  invite  not  only  y<njr  interest,  but  your  com- 
ments. ^ 

Please  write  to  me  at:  San  I  ranasco  Rcdc- 
vcU)pmcnt  Agency.  9y)  Ellis  Street.  San  Francisco 

TJIV''  ^  « 

77 1  -mn),  hxtcnsion  246. 

Sincerely. 

Wilbur  W.  Hamilton 
Executive  Director 

San  Franciwx)  Redevelopment  Agency 
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Three  concepts  for  YBC  design  go 
to  September  22  Public  Workshop 


As  the  Mayor  said 

What  the  Gardens  WONT  be 


Ycrba  Bucn.i  Gardens  will  not 
^  -  A Lind-;n  ihc- 

Bcach  Ni.  nonK>-ionk.  no  cheap 
carnival,  no  hard  rides. 

Nor  will  it  be  the  mere  march- 
ing of  more  skyscrapers,  back -to- 
back,  from  the  Financial  District 
across  Market  Street. 

The  latter,  in  and  of  iiseif, 
makes  these  three  blocks  special 
and  unusual,  in  that  a  cily  is  gen- 
erally lookmg  for  "maximum  de- 
velopment" in  its  Downtown. 

60  per  cent  open  space 

So,  as  a  starter,  the  Redevelop- 
ment Agency  insisted  that  H)  per 
cent  of  ihe  middle  block  in  The 
Gardens  be  devoted  to  public, 
open  space. 

As  for  the  rest,  the  Agency  and 
Olympia  &  York  are  coasidering 
an  exciting  urban  mix,  including  a 
major  convention  hotel,  a  new 


dcpanment  ^unc  not  presently  in 
San  Frarwim*.  and  houMng  and 
office  uses,  plus  new.  different, 
jnd  significant  tultural,  entertain- 
ment, and  recreational  spaces. 

Some  of  the  potential  arrange- 
ments of  this  exciting  urban  mix 
arc  presented  in  the  three  con- 
cepts. 

Mayor  *5  view 
But  to  get  an  even  better  idea 
of  what  The  Gardens  will  noi  be, 
some  words  sptikcn  by  Mayor  Di- 
anne  Feinstein  in  1980  can  be 
cited: 

"As  a  member  of  Mayor 
George  Moscone's  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Verba  Buena  Center.  I 
participated  in  the  dozens  of  pub- 
lic hearings  and  lengthy  discus- 
sions throughout  our  city.  This 
effort  led  to  agreement  on  the 
convention  center  proposal  that 
went  on  the  ballot  and  was  ap- 


7  HE  SITK— Here  Is  the  Verba  Buena  Gardens  area  and  lis  boundaries. 


proved  coDvinciofdy  by  the  vot- 
ers. 

"A  key  factor  m  obtaining  pub- 
lic support  for  the  convention 
center  was  the  promise  that  there 
would  be  a  solid,  good-faith  cffon 
to  dcvetup  an  urban  gardens 
proposal. 

*'That  promise  is  being  ful- 
5lled. 

Quality  sought 

"But.  to  be 

acceptable,  Verba 

Buena  Gardens 

will  have  to  be  of 

the  same  quality  as 

a  Panama-Pacific 

International  Ex-  Feinstein 
position  and  its  Palace  of  Fine 
Arts,  or  a  Golden  Gale  Park  and 
its  splendid  museums. 

*il  will  also  have  to  contribute 
to  the  economic  vitality  and  quali- 
ty of  life  in  that  stretch  between 
Market  and  Folsom.  as  well  as 
complement  the  activities  of  the 
convention  center. 

Senior  citizens  role 

"And  it  will  have  to  enhance 
the  well-being  of  a  fine  new  com- 
munity of  senior  citizens  we  have 
created  in  Verba  Buena  Center." 

Or  else,  as  Mayor  Feinstein 
said:  "It  will  be  rejected.  I  guar- 
antee that." 

The  goal 

What  everyone  wants  to  see  is 
also  what  the  Mayor  wants  to  see: 
. .  .  Something  in  the  heart  of 
a  beloved  international  city  in  the 


Three  dramatic  alternatives 
have  been  unveiled  as  conceptual 
plans  for  the  development  of  San 
Franasco's  unique  Verba  Buena 
Gardens 

They  are  called  The  Terraces, 
The  Square,  and  The  Esplanade. 

They  will  be  presented  on  Sep- 
tember 22.  1981  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Redevelopment 
Agenc>  who  will  agree  upon  a 
preferred  program  which  will 
then  undergo  extensive  refine- 
ments. 

To  the  public  first 

But  before  the  Commission 
vote,  these  three  conceptual  plans 
will  be  available  for  public  review 
and  general  plans  and  models  will 
be  shown  at  a  special  public  pre- 
sentation at  the  Redevelopment 
Agency  meeting  at  939  Ellis 
Street,  on  Thursday,  September 
10. 

While  the  three  plans  are  in  an 
early  conceptual  stage,  each  will 

way  of  public  benefit,  of  such 
style,  imagination  and  dignity  that 
all  of  the  world  may  someday 
attend,  admire  and  applaud. 

"!  believe  we  owe  it  to  the 
dreamers  and  the  doers  of  the 
past,  like  the  McLarens  and  the 
Reishhackers,  to  dream  and  do  in 
that  tradition  today." 


be  a  cohesive  plan,  interconnect- 
ing the  three  dry  blocks  with  view 
corridors,  above-street  con- 
courses, and  gardens. 

Dfffuuil  Biiagcs 

Each  of  the  concepts  presents  a 
different  image:  The  Terraces, 
one  of  green  rises  surrounding 
gardens;  The  Square,  a  prom- 
enade that  opens  into  gardens 
spaces;  and  The  Esplanade,  a 
grand  open  space  that  visually 
links  the  George  R.  Moscone 
Convention  Center  with  Market 
Street. 

Praised 

All  concepts,  however,  have 
taken  their  identity  from  the  fab- 
ric of  San  Francisco,  knitted  into 
Downtown  and  its  Financial  Dis- 
trict, part  of  the  shopping  district 
at  Grant  Avenue,  adjacent  to  a 
residential  neighborhood— thus 
creating  a  new  focus  for  the  his- 
toric South  of  Market  area.  , 

Reporters  and  critics  for  the 
Chronicle,  the  Examiner  and  the 
Progress  have  already  described 
the  concepts  in  the  following 
manner— "a  festive  mix,"  "a  gla- 
morous, leisurely  new  comer  of 
San  Francisco."  **a  dramatic  ; 
blend."  "appealing  design." 

But  we  would  especially  like  to 
know  what  you  think,  too. 


You  can  influence  the  Gardens 
design.  Attend  the  Public 
Workshop  on  September  22 


See  Page  3  schedule 
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How  it  happened  Citizens  committee  (DAG) 

Olympia  &  York  firm  selected  San  Franciscans  of 
from  ten  rival  developers        all  strata  involved 


The  search  to  find  the  best  de- 
wlopmcnl  team  in  the  tt\>rld  to 
plan  and  build  Yerl>a  Buena  Gar- 
dens began  with  fanfare  on  April 
14.  iW. 

Seven  weeks  later,  ten  teams 
responded  to  the  Redevelopment 
Agency's  Request  for  Qualitica- 
tions. 

Six  of  those  were  of  world-class 
quality,  and  each  was  capable  of 
building  the  Gardens. 

Unanimous  choice 

But.  finally,  on  November  20. 
after  months  of  intensive  inter- 
\iew^  and  investigations  involving 
dozens  of  professional  staff,  con- 
sultants and  leading  San  Francis- 
cans, the  Redevelopment  Agency 
commission  unanimously  se- 
lected the  team  of  Olympia  & 
York  Equity  Corporal  ion/ Mar- 
riott Corporation/Beverly  Willis 
as  the  one  with  whom  the  agency 
would  negotiate  exclusively. 

Reascms 

Redevelopment  Executive 
Director  Wilbur  W.  Hamilton 
gave  these  reasons  in  recom- 
mending the  choice  of  the  Olym- 
pia &  York  team; 

"With  regard  to  demonstrated 
sensitivity  to  the  project's  needs 
and  potential,  Olympia  and  York 


and  its  design  and  consultant 
teams  have  shown  an  exceptional 
ability  to  respond  ptjsitively  lo  the 
Agency's  concerns. 

"In  the  Held  of  cultural,  enter- 
tainment, amusement,  and  spe- 
cialty retail  experience.  O  &  Y 
has  assembled  a  team  with  excep- 
tional creativity  and  experience  in 
these  unique  areas:  Harbour- 
front  and  the  Rouse  Company. 
Harbourfront  has  developed  a 
planning  and  program  capacity 
for  insuring  a  lively  and  varied 
arts  prt>gram  funded  by  a  mixture 
of  federal,  local  and  private 
funds.  The  Rouse  Company  has  a 
proven  track  record  of  involving 
local  community  talent  in  their 
specialty  marketplaces.  Also, 
their  continuing  management  ex- 
pertise in  such  projects  as  Faneuil 
Hall  in  Boston  insures  that  initial 
quality  is  maintained  over  time . 

Outstanding  desifrn  team 

"Olympia  and  York  has  desig- 
nated a  uniquely  qualified  and 
committed  individual  in  the  per- 
son of  Ron  Soskolne.  His  experi- 
ence as  Chief  Planner  for  the  City 
of  Toronto's  central  core  and  wa- 
terfronts has  given  him  skill  and 
experience  in  working  imagina- 
tively with  the  public  and  private 


sectors  on  major  urban  develop- 
ment schemes. 

"With  regard  to  design,  the 
team  headed  by  Eberhard  Zcid- 
ler  of  the  Zeidler  Partnership/ 
Architects  is  one  of  special  creativ- 
ity in  the  many  diverse  aspects 
of  mixed-use  development.  The 
team  has  exceptional  quality  in 
design  experience  in  cultural,  en- 
tertainment, amusement,  and 
recreational  uses.  In  the  new  Na- 
tional Gallery  of  Canada  in  Otta- 
wa, and  in  Ontario  Place  and 
Eaton  Center  in  Toronto,  he  has 
shown  a  particular  ability  to  cre- 
ate well-scaled  structures  both  in 
the  center  city  and  in  more  park- 
like settings  and  to  thereby  aid  in 
the  revitalization  of  previously 
undistinguished  city  neighbor- 
hoods. 

"In  my  opinion,  this  team  has 
the  ability  and  will  work  effective- 
ly with  the  large  diversity  of 
groups  in  San  Francisco. 

"Finally,  the  involvement  of 
the  Marriott  Corporation,  one  of 
the  world's  most  successful,  to  op- 
erate the  convention  hotel,  and 
the  highly  respected  San  Francis- 
co architects.  Beveriy  Willis  and 
Lawrence  Halprin.  added  even 
more  strength  to  a  prize-winning 
development  team  package." 


Recommendations  report 


The  Arts  and  the  Gardens 


A  cultural  showcase  tapestry 
within  Yerba  Buena  Gardens  has 
been  suggested  for  presenting  a 
mixture  of  San  Francisco's  per- 
forming, visual,  and  media  arts 
from  all  ethnic  communities  of 
the  city. 

Preliminary  recommendations 
for  accomplishing  this  have  been 
included  in  a  report  submitted  to 
the  Redevelopment  Agency  by 
Morrish  and  Fleissig,  Associates 
on  behalf  of  the  Agency  and  the 
arts  community. 

Eight-month  process 

The  report  culminates  a  unique 
and  intensive  eight-month  work- 
ing process  involving  more  than 
2(X)  artists  from  diverse  Bay  Area 
arts  groups,  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency,  Olym- 
pia &  York,  Center  for  Collabora- 
tive Problem  Solving,  and  Mor- 
rish and  Rcissig.  It  included  many 
public  meetings,  a  two-day  plan- 
ning conference,  and  more  than 
twenty  task  force  workshops.  It 
was  approved  by  the  SFRA  Com- 
mission as  a  policy  statement  on 
August  11,  19K1. 

Ilic  report's  rea)mmcndations 
are  now  under  review  and  will  be 
considered  for  inclusion  in  the 
final  three  a)nccpt  designs  to  be 
reviewed  at  the  September  22 


Though  it  hasn't  received  much 
press  attention,  a  very  special 
committee  of  citizens  with  histor- 
ical interest  in  Yerba  Buena  Cen- 
ter has  been  meeting  regularly 
over  the  past  year  with  the  Agen- 
cy's staff  and  Olympia  &  York  at 
each  step  of  the  way  toward  a 
finished  Gardens. 

Called  the  Director's  Advisory 
Group  (DAG),  it  is  composed  of 
twenty  prominent  San  Francis- 
cans, many  of  whom  served  on 
George  Moscone's  original  Select 
Committee  on  Yerba  Buena 
Center. 

The  DAG.  usually  meeting  at 
the  agency  at  least  twice  a  month, 
has  been  crucial  in  bringing  a 
broad  spectrum  of  public  views 
into,  first,  the  selection  process, 
and  now.  the  developer  planning 
and  design  concept  process. 

Members 

The  members  of  the  DAG  are: 

•  Bernard  Averbuch.  execu- 
tive director.  Market  Street  Proj- 
ect. 

•  Michaela  Cassidy.  member 
of  the  San  Francisco  Dance  Coali- 
tion and  chair  of  the  Steering 
Committee  of  the  YBC  Cultural 
Process. 

•  Mario  Ciampi.  architect. 

•  Eugene  Coleman,  executive 
director.  Canon  Kip  Community 
House. 

•  Benton  Dial,  senior  vice 
president  for  planning.  Pacific 
Telephone. 

•  Douglas  J.  Engmann.  presi- 
dent, Engmann  Options  Inc. 


p.h  jMh  i8*t 
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•  John  Elberling.  director, 
TODCO. 

•  Anne  Halsted.  vice  president 
and  personnel  manager,  U.S. 
Leasing. 

•  Greg  Hurst,  vice  president, 
public  affairs.  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 

•  Germaine  Wong  and  Bob 
Rosen,  Office  of  the  Chief  Ad- 
ministrative Officer. 

•  Doris  Kahn,  commissioner. 
Metropolitan  Transportation 
Commission. 

•  Walter  Johnson,  president, 
Lxical  I  UK).  Department  Store 
Employees  Union. 

•  George  Kirkland,  executive 
director.  Visitors  and  Convention 
Bureau. 

•  Leiand  Lazarus,  retired  Su- 
perior Court  judge  and  chair  of 
original  Mayor's  Select  Commit- 
tee on  YBC. 

•  Dean  Macris,  director.  De- 
partment of  City  Planning. 

•  Michael  McGill,  associate 
director.  SPUR. 

•  Michael  Painter,  landscape 
architect. 

•  George  Rockrise,  architect. 

•  Robert  Wilhelm,  managing 
director,  St.  Francis  Hotel. 

Almost  all  of  the  above  have 
been  active  in  a  variety  of  other 
city-wide  and  neighborhood  en- 
deavors as  well. 

Several,  for  example,  are 
prominent  members  of  San  Fran- 
cisco Tomorrow,  the  conserva- 
tionist organization  which  has  had 
a  long-standing  interest  in  Yerba 
Buena  Center. 


ARCHITECT  WILLIS  POLK'S  Jessie  Str«el  Substation  (1907) . 


ST.  PATRICK'S  CHURCH  and  Rectory  buildings. 


I'luiliii  l>\  Jiie  I'l-rrt'lll 


Public  Workshop.  The  continued  tural  planning  process  has  been 
participation  of  San  Francisco's  recognized  as  essential  for  the 
arts  community  in  the  YBC  cul-    overall  success  of  the  project. 


MARKK  T  SQUARE  wiU  have  the  rectory,  church,  and  substatH>n  as  its 
centerpiece. 
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Verba  Buena  Gardens... it  could  look  like 


The  Terraces 


The  Esplanade 


The  Square 


How  they  are  alike 


The  three  design  concepts  advanced  for  Verba 
Buena  Gardens  all  contain  key  elements  which,  ii  has 
generally  been  accepted,  will  yield  a  pleasing  combina- 
tion-of-beau(y.  setting,  cultural  activities,  entertain- 
ment, and  the  essential  commercial  buildings  to  make 
the  complex  economically  possible. 

These  common  anchor  ingredients,  indicated  by 
number  in  the  architea's  preliminary  drafts  of  the  three 
design  concepts,  are: 

1.  A  40()-foot  office/residential  tower. 

2.  A  i5fX)-room  hotel  to  be  operated  by  the  Mar- 
riott Corporation. 

3.  A  major  department  store. 

4.  A  glass-canopied  "Galleria"  concourse  lined 
with  shops,  the  main  pedestrain  entrance  to  the  Gar- 
dens from  Market  Street. 

5.  The  historical  1905  Jessie  Street  Substation 
building  which  could  encase  a  food  market,  a  balconied 
hall  of  shops  and  stores,  perhaps  some  historical  ex- 
hibits. 

6.  Market  Square,  containing  the  aged  St.  Patrick's 
Church  and  Rectory  and  patterned  after  the  expansive 
open  plazas  found  in  Europe. 


7.  Contemplative  Garden,  a  recessed  and  foliage- 
laced  retreat  for  temporary  escape  from  the  busy  urban 
downtown  scene. 

8.  Festival  Gardens,  a  lushly  landscaped  blanket  of 
mixed  cultural  and  commercial  facilities  and  installa- 
tions, restaurants,  small  shops,  and  outdoor  stage  areas. 
It  would  be  bathed  in  light  at  night  and  alive  with  activity 
and  public  performances. 

9.  The  above-ground  lobby  of  the  new  George  R. 
Moscone  Convention  Center. 

10.  Cinema  Center,  a  cluster  of  small  and  moder- 
ate-size film  theaters. 


NOTE 

Under  terms  of  the  Request  for  Qualifications, 
housing  is  a  permitted  use  on  Central  Block  2-tlie 
middle  block  between  Mission  and  Howard— 
ONLY  if  it  is  compatible  with  the  urban  gardens 
uses.  The  choice  is  stilt  under  discussion  and  review, 
and  wUI  be  more  clearly  defined  after  September  10 
when  new  drawings  and  models  showing  the  block 
both  with  housing  and  without  housing  will  be  avail- 
able. The  drawings  above,  showing  Central  Block  2 
only  with  housing,  were  the  only  ones  available  at 
press  time  for  this  tabloid. 


MISSION  STHEET 


HCV/AflO  STREET 


The  selection  schedule 


Work  is  still  going  on  in  the  design  of  the  three 
"concepts"  for  development  of  the  three  Verba 
Buena  Gardens  downtown  blocks  in  San  Francisco. 

The  dates  and  the  steps  remaining  to  be  com- 
pleted before  one  concept  is  selected,  refined,  and 
presented  to  the  Redevelopment  Commission  for 
adoption  are: 

Thursday,  September  10,  10  a.m.  Public  pre- 
sentation of  three  concepts  by  Olympia  &  York  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Redevelopment  Commis- 
sion. 7th  Floor  Auditorium,  939  Ellis  Street,  San 
Francisco, 

Monday,  September  14  to  Friday,  September 
18,  from  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Plans  of  three  concepts 
available  for  public  inspection  at  Redevelopment 

Agency,  9.^9  Ellis  Sirecl,  San  Francisco,  or  at 


Olympia  and  York. 

Tuesday,  September  22,  approximately  5:30 
p.m.  Public  Workshop  for  receiving  views  and  re- 
commendations from  public  on  the  three  design 
concepts.  At  regular  meeting  of  Redevelopment 
Commission,  7th  Floor  Auditorium,  939  Ellis 
Street,  San  Francisco.  These  views  and  recommen- 
dations will  be  submitted  to  the  developer  for  con- 
sideration. 

Tuesday,  October  6,  approximately  5:30  p.m. 

Designation  of  preferred  design  concepts  by  Rede- 
velopment Commission  at  its  regular  meeting  7th 
Floor  Auditorium,  939  Ellis  Street,  San  Francisco. 
Following  its  action,  negotiations  with  the  develop- 
er will  continue.  These  views  and  recommendations 
will  be  reported  on  in  future  issues. 


How  they  differ 

The  most  vivid  distinction  among  the  three  general 
design  concepts  is  in  the  treatment  of  the  middle  block 
between  Market  Square  and  the  entrance  to  the  Mos- 
cone Convention  Center.  This  middle  block,  between 
Mission  and  Howard  streets,  is  treated  in  the  following 
fashion  in  the  three  concepts: 

THE  TERRACES-The  surface  of  the  entire 
block  consists  of  a  series  of  stepped,  landscaped  ter- 
races, creating  the  impression  of  a  60-foot  high  hill 
sloping  down  toward  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Howard 
streets.  A  semi-circle  arcade  building,  facing  and  curv- 
ing away  from  Market  Square,  with  several  levels  of 
shops,  marks  the  start  of  the  block. 

THE  ESPLAN  ADE-This  concept  is  fashioned  to 
create  a  continuous  open  space  running  from  Market 
Street  through  Market  Square,  and  then  gradually  rising 
by  a  series  of  four-foot  terraced  levels  on  the  middle 
block  to  same  height  as  the  Moscone  Convention  Cen- 
ter landscaped  roof  on  the  third  and  last  block. 

THE  SOU  ARE— This  concept  would  basically  ex- 
tend Market  Square  across  Mission  Street  up  to  a  single- 
level  building  of  shops.  The  stroller  would  then  pass 
through  a  portal  and  enter  a  large,  soft  quandrangle 
containing  the  Festival  Gardens  and  the  quiet,  semi- 
isolated  Contemplative  Garden. 


Jobs,  tax  revenue 

1983  construction 
start;  ready  in  1986 


Construction  of  Yerba  Buena 
Gardens  is  expected  to  start  in 
early  1983  and  to  be  completed  in 
1986; 

The  cost  of  the  urban  gardens 
complex  is  expected  to  be  approx- 
imately $500  million.  It  will  yield 
an  estimated  $11'/^  million  in  tax 
revenues— made  up  of  some  $5 
million  in  property  taxes,  $4  mil- 


lion in  hotel  taxes,  and  $216 
million  in  sates  taxes. 

Approximately  5.000  perma- 
nent jobs,  with  an  annual  payroll 
of  some  $50  million  producing  an 
additional  $1  million  in  payroll 
taxes,  plus  6,000  construction 
jobs  over  a  period  of  three  years, 
will  also  be  provided  by  the  proj- 
ect. 
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The  Players 


Who's  Who  of  Yerba  Buena  Gardens 


The  developer 


On  November  20.  1980,  the 
Redevelopment  Agency  Com- 
mission unanimously  chose  ihc 
team  of  OUmpia  and  York  Equity 
Corporation/Marriott  Corpora- 
tion/Beverly Willis  to  develop 
Yerba  Buena  Gardens. 

The  Commission  and  the  staff 
not  only  felt  thai  this  team  (called 
for  the  sake  of  simplicity.  Ol)^- 
pia  &  York)  was  the  best  of  the 
ten  competitors  for  the  job,  but 
was  perhaps  the  finest  possible  in 
the  world. 

-Die  Olympia  &  York  (O&Y) 
San  Fr^dsco  team  is  headquar- 
tered at  182  Second  Street  (tele- 
phone 5460322). 

Prominent  members  are: 

•  Ron  Soskolne.  vice  president 
of  development  and  planning 
O&Y  and  former  chief  planner 
for  the  city  of  Toronto. 

•  Joseph  Madonna,  general 
manager  O&Y.  former  Executive 
Director  of  Capital  South  rede- 


velopment project  in  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

•  Roy  Willis,  director  of  opera- 
tions O&Y.  former  Western  Re- 
gional Director,  Neighborhood 
Reinvestment  Corporation,  San 
Francisco. 

•  Jim  Augusiino,  communica- 
tions and  program  officer.  O&Y, 
former  Executive  Director.  Tele- 
graph Hill  Neighborhood  Center. 
San  Francisco. 

•  Eberhard  Zeidler,  Zeidler 
Roberts  Partnership  and  interna- 
tionally known  architect. 

•  Ian  Grinnell.  project  mana- 
ger for  Zeidler  Roberts  in  which 
he  is  a  partner. 

•  Beverly  Willis.  Willis  &  Asso- 
ciates. San  Francisco  architect. 

•  Lawrence  Halprin,  landscape 
architect,  of  San  Francisco. 

•  Willie  Lang,  landscape 
architect,  of  San  Francisco. 


Redevelopment  Agency 

The  Staff 


Details  of  concepts 

Many  organizations 
have  presentations 


More  than  a  dozen  San  Fran- 
cisco organizations  have  already 
received  detailed  presentations  of 
the  three  concepts  proposed  for 
Verba  Buena  Gardens. 

The  organizations  include  San 
Francisco  Tomorrow,  the  San 
Francisco  Planning  and  Urban 
Research  Association  (SPUR), 
the  American  Institute  of 
Architects,  the  South  of  Market 
Food  Cooperative  and  District  V 
EOC  Advisory  Council,  the  Mar- 
ket Street  Improvement  Associa- 
tion, the  Coalition  for  San  Fran- 
cisco Neighborhoods,  and  San 
Francisco  Labor  at  a  special  meet- 
ing which  included  representa- 
tives from  the  San  Francisco 
Labor  Council,  San  Francisco 
Building  Trades  Council,  Inter- 
national Longshoremen's  and 
Warehousemen's  Union,  and  th' 
Teamsters  Union. 


Arrangements 

If  you  have  a  group  or  belong 
to  an  organization  which  is  in- 
terested in  the  development  of 
Yerba  Buena  Gardens  and  would 
like  more  information,  please  call 
the  Redevelopment  Agency  at 
771-8800.  Extension  246,  or 
Olympia  &  York. 


Attend  the 
PUBLIC 
WORKSHOP 

September  22 
at  939  Ellis  St. 
7th  Floor 
Auditorium 
San  Francisco 


DAG 

(Citizens 
Committee) 


The  principal  members  of  the 
Redevelopment  Agency  staff 
who  have  been  involved  almost 
full-time  in  the  day-to-day  evolu- 
tion of  Yerba  Buena  Gardens  are: 

•  Wilbur  W.  Hamilton,  execu- 
tive director,  named  in  1980  as 
Northern  California's  public  ad- 
ministrator of  the  year. 

•  Redmond  F.  Keman,  deputy 
executive  director  and  an  en- 
gineer. 

•  Helen  Sause,  Yerba  Buena 
Center  project  director. 

•  Leo  Borregard,  agency  gen- 


eral counsel. 

•  Edmund  Ong,  chief  of  the 
Division  of  Architecture. 

•  Wes  Willoughby,  director  of 
community  information  and  for- 
mer San  Francisco  newspaper- 
man. 

In  addition,  the  Agency  has 
been  assisted  on  an  as-needed 
basis  by  Economics  Research 
Associates,  experts  in  the  enter- 
tainment and  recreation  fields, 
and  Keyser  Marston  Associates, 
experts  in  economic  develop- 
ment. 


Design  review  panel 


Although  the  Redevelopment 
Agency  has  its  own  well-regarded 
architectural  staff.  Executive  Di- 
rector Wilbur  Hamilton  felt  that 
in  a  development  of  this  magni- 
tude and  with  so  much  of  the  pub- 
lic interest  at  stake,  the  Agency 
should  have  a  special  indepen- 
dent Design  Review  Panel. 
Members 
Two  members  of  this  panel 
have  been  participating  for  the 
past  several  months  in  all  discus- 
sions, studies,  and  deliberations 
necessary  to  enable  the  Agency  to 
formulate  its  policy  and  position 
relative  to  the  Yerba  Buena  Gar- 
dens. 


They  are: 

•  Thomas  R.  Aidala,  a  well- 
known  consultant  in  urban  de- 
sign, planning,  and  architecture. 

•  Rai  Okamoto,  a  prominent 
architect  and  former  director  of 
San  Francisco's  Department  of 
City  Planning. 

In  addition,  a  third  member  of 
the  panel  has  just  been  signed  on. 
He  is 

•  Hideo  Sasaki,  one  of  the  na- 
tion's formost  landscape  archi- 
tects. 

Fmally,  a  fourth  member  with 
specific  large-scale  architectural 
design  experience  is  expected  to 
be  added  this  fall. 


The  Commission 


Long-time  observers  rate  the 
citizen  commission  at  the  San 
Francisco  Redevelopment  Agen- 
cy as  one  of  the  brightest,  hardest- 
working,  and  most  neighbor- 
hood- a  nd-p  reservation-oriented 
in  the  city.  It  will  make  the  final 
decision  on  the  appearance  of 
Yerba  Buena  Gardens. 

The  president  is  Charlotte 
Berk,  a  graduate  of  the  Universi- 
ty of  Minnesota  with  a  degree  in 
psychology  and  work  experience 
in  the  fields  of  educational  coun- 
seling and  personnel  manage- 
ment. 

In  San  Francisco,  she  has  been 
active  in  more  than  a  dozen  orga- 
nizations, including  the  League  of 
Women  Voters,  of  which  she  is  a 
past  president.  Other  civic  activi- 
ties have  ranged  from  the  Friends 
of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Li- 
brary and  the  San  Francisco  Study 
Center  to  the  Ocean  View- 
Merced  Heights-Ingleside 
Community  Association  and  the 
Booker  T.  Washington  Commun- 
ity Service  Center. 

The  vice  president  is  Melvin  D. 
Lee,  a  San  Francisco  business- 
man. 

Lee's  professional  training  has 
been  in  engineering,  both  at  City 


College  of  San  Francisco  and  in 
the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  En- 
gineers. He  is  a  member  of 
Chinese  for  Affirmative  Action, 
the  Economic  Development 
Agency  for  Chinatown-North 
Beach,  and  the  Chinese- 
American  Citizens  Alliance. 
Other  commissioners  are: 

•  Dian  Blomquist,  the  oper- 
ator of  an  administrative  services 
firm  in  San  Francisco  and  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  University  of  Texas. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  San 
Francisco  Information  Clearing- 
house and  the  Regional  Youth 
Adult  Project  Intersection,  and 
also  of  Common  Cause  and  the 
ACLU. 

•  LeRoy  King,  vice  president 
of  the  International  Longshore- 
men's and  Warehousemen's  Un- 
ion (ILWU)  and  a  union  official 
for  the  past  20  years. 

He  is  a  long-lime  civic  and  pub- 
lic affairs  leader  in  San  Francisco. 
His  memberships  include  the  Na- 
tional Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Colored  People 
(NAACP),  the  Western  Addition 
Coop  Council,  the  San  Francisco 
Labor  Assembly  for  Community 
Action,  and  the  Black  Trades  Un- 
ion. 


See  Page  2  story 


Emphasis 
on  open 
spaces 

More  than  half  of  the 
fourteen  acres  between 
Mission  and  Folsom  streets 
in  Yerba  Buena  Gardens 
will  be  open  space  embroi- 
dered with  gardens,  ter- 
races, fountains,  and  lakes. 
Elevated  walkways  many  of 
them  covered  with  curved 
tunnel  hoods  of  glass  or 
transparent  quality  plastic, 
will  provide  protected  out- 
door viewing  promenades 
through  the  varied  color- 
splashed  gardens  year- 
round,  no  matter  what  the 
weather  may  be. 

Some  of  the  unique  out- 
door attractions  already  in- 
serted into  the  preliminary 
plans  on  the  drawing  boards 
of  the  architects,  include  a 
"learning  garden"  for  both 
children  and  adults,  a  chil- 
dren's boat  pond,  exhibi- 
tion areas,  dance  pavilions, 
and  stages. 


•  Walter  S.  Newman,  a  real 
estate  shopping  center  consultant 
and  graduate  of  the  University  of 
California  at  Davis. 

He  is  a  former  president  of  the 
San  Francisco  Planning  Commis- 
sion, has  served  on  the  boards  of 
several  high  schools,  is  a  director 
of  Home  wood  Terrace,  and  is  ac- 
tive in  the  Rotary  and  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

•  Haig  G.  Mardikian,  a  busi- 
nessman with  interests  in  the 
fields  of  radio  broadcasting,  farm- 
ing, real  estate  and  restaurant 
operations,  and  the  holder  of  a 
master's  degree  in  business  ad- 
ministration from  Harvard  Uni- 
versity. 

He  is  a  director  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  director  and  sec- 
retary of  the  Downtown  Associa- 
tion, and  a  director  of  the  Ellis- 
O'Farrell  Parking  Corporation. 

•  H.  Jesse  Amelle,  a  trial  attor- 
ney who  formerly  served  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  on  the  legal  staffs  of 
the  Department  of  Labor  and  the 
Federal  Power  Commission. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Pennsylva- 
nia State  University  where  he  was 
an  All  American  football  player. 
He  served  in  the  Peace  Corps  as 
Director  in  Eastern  India  and  as 
Associate  Director  in  Turkey.  He 
currently  is  president  of  the  Afri- 
can-American Historical  and  Cul- 
tural Society. 


